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From the Headteacher
I hope that this school community update finds everyone well and clearly much has
happened since the last school newsletter was published on May 22nd. Like you all, I was
shocked and horrified by the killing of George Floyd. As the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales stated in response to George Floyd’s death and the subsequent
protests organised by the Black Lives Matter movement, “racism is an evil which must be
opposed; we all have a responsibility for actively promoting racial justice.” A view that was
supported by Cardinal Nichols who has called for “an end to an ingrained prejudice
against Black members of our society”. As a community, I think there is much that we can
be proud of in respect of our work in promoting Equal Opportunity and challenging racism
(we shared with you in the Easter newsletter the news that we are one of only three
schools in the country to have achieved the Gold Equalities Award and I would urge you to
read the articles on page 2 & 3 of this update); but clearly there is still much more vital
work to be done. Consequently, we will continue to review and develop our curriculum and
focus on the important issue of unconscious bias.
Another important topic that has recently come to the fore is the campaign led by Marcus
Rashford, the England football international for free school meal provision to be continued
into the summer holidays. I was delighted to learn last week that as a result of this
campaign, the government has made money available to continue to provide free school
meal provision for eligible children during the summer holidays.
As you know, the school has remained open every week day (including bank holidays)
since March 23rd for the children of keyworkers and we have been delighted since June
15th to have welcomed back our Year 10 and Year 12 students to the school.
Unfortunately, government guidance dictates that we can only have a maximum of 79
pupils in school on any one day (from Years 10 & 12 only) so pupils have had to come into
school on a rota basis. At the time of writing, we are still awaiting advice from the
Department for Education on what the situation
will be for all pupils from September. Please be
assured that as soon as guidance is forth coming,
I will write to you. Although in the meantime, I
would urge all of our students to continue with
their home learning using the resources
available on MyHomework. As far as possible,
pupils should follow their daily school timetable
and anyone experiencing any difficulties, should
contact the school office using the email address:
schooloffice@stgregorys.harrow.sch.uk.
I hope that you all are keeping safe and well.
Andrew Prindiville

A St Gregory’s classroom, set out for socially
distanced lessons.
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Response to the death of George Floyd
I sat staring at my computer screen in sorrow, but not shock, rereading the title of the PSHE
lesson I had just created for my pupils to complete remotely at home. If we were at school,
they would express the pain and anger that I feel about the injustice that continues to happen.
We would hold debates and the incredible young people that I am privileged to teach and learn
from, would plan and deliver citizen actions to campaign against the racism woven in all areas
in society. They would sign petitions and write letters to their local councillor and MP, they
would hold assemblies to express their condemnation and would host fundraisers in order to
raise money and awareness about what we can do to stem the spread of racial hatred and
change the narrative. They are not afraid to call out racism and will openly discuss white
privilege and unconscious bias in such an articulate and passionate manner that makes me
certain things will change for the better. I believe in them and this is why teaching more about
black culture and history and racism in our schools is crucial from the earliest age. Education
drives change and we need it more than ever.
I am lucky to work in a community where my Headteacher and colleagues strive to ensure our
pupils learn a diverse curriculum, where pupils see their faces mirrored in the success of
inspirational black role models throughout their learning. Not just amazing music artists and
sports stars, but scientists, such Dr Donald Palmer, MPs, such as Dawn Butler and local
councillors, such as Joshua and Wilhelmina Mitchell Murray, who have all visited the school.
This does not only occur in October, but throughout the year. We make it our duty to ensure
pupils know about race relations and the inequality that also exists in the UK. They know
about Mark Duggan and the London riots and understand that they too have a duty to speak
out, even when they are scared. Every school in Brent has a Black Caribbean Achievement
Champion, and as the champion at my school, we nurture our pupils to believe in their value
and worth, to know that they are treasured and no one has the right to say or do anything
against their brilliance. All educators have a moral obligation to ensure they do not shy away
from the conversations that need to be had and the change that needs to come.
When I collected the title of UK Parliament Teacher of the Year in the House of Commons, I
stood in front of policy makers and expressed my determination to continue to teach that
politics was for all and not for a select few. I was proud to be standing there as a black woman.
I try my very best to be a role model and example to my pupils. They need to see that they do
not need to settle for anything less and deserve the best. My pupils understand that
Parliament is there to serve them and they know their rights, but experience leaves a heavy
mark. Even from a young age, racism is commonplace, but no one is born a racist. We must
use the powerful tool of education to teach and demand a better future from those who shape
it.
I miss my pupils dearly during this time, and I worry about their safety and wellbeing. I
worry they may encounter a racist that has no regard for the gift of life. George Floyd was a
pupil, as well as a son, family member and friend.
He would have received an education and been
taught the rule of law is there to protect lives, just
as we teach our pupils. However for him and for
others around the world, this was not the case
because he was black. We cannot continue to let
this happen and we must use education to help
eradicate it.
Article written by Mrs S Ryan, teacher of RE,
Citizenship and PSHE, published in The Metro on
4th June 2020.

Mrs Ryan collecting the title of UK Parliament
Teacher of the Year 2019.
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Response to the death of George Floyd
PSHE:

I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
BLACK LIVES MATTER
I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
WE NEED JUSTICE FOR
GEROGE FLOYD
I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
UNITY IS STRENGTH.
I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
WE ARE ONE HUMAN
RACE
I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
WE ALL BLEED THE SAME
COLOUR

In this image I see so many flowers and a massive picture with
‘GEORGE FLOYD’ and a person holding a sign saying ‘BLACK LIVES
MATTER”. This makes me feel a little sad because I try not to think
about it, but this is not right because people need to know BLACK
LIVES DO MATTER and it is not ok to be racist or judge people.
D’Zeiya Griffith-Marie 7H

I STAND WITH YOU
BECAUSE
ALL LIVES CAN’T MATTER
UNITL
BLACK LIVES MATTER
AND THEY DO MATTER!
Kayleigh Short 10J

HISTORY:
Year 12 have been discussing the importance of Black Lives Matter protests in relation to their
USA Civil Rights topic and have been questioning why systematic racism is still an issue today:
While there is no doubt that Black Americans have made significant gains in their quest to
become legitimate citizens in the USA, there are still obvious signs that racial tensions have yet
to be alleviated. George Floyd definitely did not expect to die while under arrest but the problem
in the USA is not that racism exists – I firmly suspect that the problem is that racism is not
addressed and talked about enough. In South Africa, Archbishop Desmond Tutu led the Truth
and Reconciliation Committee to expose the terror of Apartheid and, in doing so, Nelson
Mandela’s ‘Rainbow Government’ could begin the process of dismantling Apartheid to improve
the lives of all South Africans – America needs to discuss racial issues and this will require
leaders across the country to recognise that American culture coexists with race.
Bryan Alvares 12L
Year 7 will be learning about Tudor society including Black Tudors like John Blanke, a
trumpeter for the court of King Henry VIII.
Year 8 are currently studying the British Empire covering the colonisation of India and
countries in Africa. Pupils have been debating the removal of statues of Cecil Rhodes and Robert
Clive based on their learning of these individuals. They will also be learning about the role of
Black and Asian women in the British suffrage movement by the end of the term.
Year 11 historians are completing transition lessons for A-Level based around the American
Civil War, analysing how far African-Americans gained freedoms post abolition of slavery and
the impact of the Civil War on Native Americans. In addition they have been introduced to the
problems of apartheid in South Africa. Miss Doherty, teacher of History
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Strawberry Season
The highlight of the school gardening year is Strawberry Season and
this year was no exception, with an abundant crop of strawberries being
picked and eaten by pupils throughout June.
Pupils get in amongst the strawberry plants to pick the juicy fruit.

During the lockdown at school we made crêpe-style pancakes. The
ingredients were: 3 large free range eggs, 125g plain flour, 250ml milk,
unsalted butter and a pinch of salt.
First of all, we cracked the eggs into a bowl, then we added the flour,
milk and salt. Next, we whisked the mixture until it was smooth.
Afterwards, we let the batter stand in a bowl for 15 minutes. Then
we melted some unsalted butter in the pan and poured 2-3
tablespoons of the batter into the pan and tilted the pan so that the
batter covered it. We cooked the pancakes for 1-2 minutes. Once
both of the sides were golden brown, we placed them on the plate.
All of us repeated this process until the batter was finished.
For a traditional, simple and tasty topping, you can squeeze lemon
juice onto the pancake and sprinkle it with caster sugar, but we
had our strawberries which we picked from our Eco Garden.
Finally, we served our pancakes straight away. They were delicious.

Alicia Martin, 7B

World Oceans Day
At the beginning of June, we took part in a workshop at school in support
of World Oceans Day, which was on the 8th June.

PUT PLASTIC
IN THE BIN IF
YOU DON’T
WANT TO SEE
ME DEAD ON
YOUR BEACH!

One of the factors that enabled the emergence and maintenance of life on
Earth is the existence of water. It is one of the main components of the
biosphere and covers 70% of the planet's surface. But it is
estimated that 0.6 billion tonnes of rubbish is dumped into the
ocean each year. Solid garbage, agricultural residues, organic
pollutants, oil and heavy metals find their way to the oceans
every day, on purpose or accidentally. They plague the ocean
environment, causing changes at the ecosystem level that affect
flora and fauna. Oceans and seas are the main destination for byproducts generated by
human activities, although
new regulations regarding the disposal of contaminating
substances are established daily. Rafael Maciel 9J
My friends and I made moving paper fish as part of the workshop in
support of World Oceans Day 2020.

TikTok: What parents need to know
TikTok has enjoyed a dramatic rise to become one of the most popular social
media apps. Young people, in particular, love its short-form video focus, and it
is now one of their favourite tools of expression.
You can read the full article from ParentINFO here including how it works, the risks and how
to manage privacy settings. Mrs Crook, IT Technician

