ST GREGORY’S CATHOLIC
SCIENCE COLLEGE

Donnington Road
Kenton
Harrow
Middlesex
HA3 0NB
Phone:
020 8907 8828
Fax:
020 8909 1161
Email:
schooloffice@stgregorys.harrow.
sch.uk

We’re on the web
www.stgregorys.harrow.sch.uk

Science College
Newsletter
Issue 36

Spring 2020

Equalities Champions!
I am delighted to report that St Gregory’s has achieved
the EqualiTeach Gold Equalities Award. To do this, the
school had to complete a comprehensive audit to
showcase how equality, diversity and inclusion are
embedded throughout all aspects of school life.
There are three levels of award, Bronze, Silver and Gold.
The Gold Award is an outstanding achievement,
demonstrating that the school is a beacon of exceptional equality and
diversity practice.
Sarah Soyei, Head of Strategy and Development at EqualiTeach wrote to the
school to inform us of our success, saying, “Well done on all of your hard
work towards completing your portfolio of evidence, which shows the
exemplary equality and diversity work you are doing at St Gregory’s.”
I would like to thank our Staff and Governors who work tirelessly to give
every child at St Gregory’s the opportunity to be the best they can be.
Andrew Prindiville, Headteacher
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St Gregory’s Eco Committee organised a tree planting event in Woodcock
Park with pupils from Uxendon Manor Primary School. Pictured with pupils
from St Gregory’s and Uxendon Manor are Mrs Rickman of The Friends of
Woodcock Park, staff from Veolia and Mr Prindiville, St Gregory’s
Headteacher. Full story page 3

Page 2

Science College Newsletter

Eco Committee News
On 23rd January, the Eco Committee renovated a large flower bed at the entrance to
Woodcock Park on Woodcock Hill. We cleared weeds from the flower bed and planted a
number of new shrubs. Staff from Veolia later mulched the flower bed with bark chippings, which
really shows off the new plants.

Our Switch It Off Fortnight campaign to save energy was a great success.
We surveyed pupils before and after our Switch It Off Fortnight Energy Campaign.
Here are the results:
Before
After
+/Switch off lights
55%
68%
+13 percentage
when leaving a
points
room
Leave phone on
69%
51%
-18 percentage
charge overnight
points
Leave TV/
Playstation on
standby
Get a lift to school
by car every day

43%

29%

-14 percentage
points

16%

13%

-3 percentage
points

In November, we helped Mrs Crook, our IT
Technician, box up over 50 used ink cartridges,
which were then sent away for recycling.

What’s coming up this
term?
A campaign to reduce gum
litter, by sending it to be
recycled into Wellingtons and
GUMDROP bins.
Did you know it’s against the
school rules to chew gum in
school?
We would like to reduce waste by
developing a way to reuse old school
uniform. Would you buy second hand
uniform in good condition to save money
and reduce waste? Let us know.
The Y9 Eco Committee
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Eco Warriors Transform a Section of Woodcock Park
A group of passionate environmentalists from St Gregory’s Catholic Science College were
granted £56,000 funding to transform an area of Woodcock Park, which had fallen into disrepair.
St Gregory’s Y9 Eco Committee invited pupils from Uxendon Manor Primary School and
representatives from The Friends of Woodcock Park to help them plant trees in the newly
refurbished space on 5th February (picture on front page). Staff from Veolia, which manages
Woodcock Park, were on site to support the planting of the trees, which pupils hope will help to
improve biodiversity as well as add much needed shade to the area.
The project is the result of an appeal by last year’s Eco Committee pupils, now in Year 10, who
gained almost 250 signatures from members of the local community for a petition they created to
support their funding bid to the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy.
Staff and pupils worked with Brent Council to bring their ideas to fruition. As a result, a large
area of treacherous tarmac has been resurfaced and will soon be marked out with football, netball
and rounders’ courts. In addition, an
all-weather permeable surface has
been laid for the installation of picnic
benches.
Augustine Charles, 10B, expressed
his sense of achievement, saying, “I
feel really proud, because without us
I don’t think this project would ever
have happened. The improvements
help people be more active as there is
a nicer and safer environment to play
in. There are not that many benches
in the park so adding benches here
gives the community more of an
opportunity to come together and
adding new trees helps the
environment even more.”
Mrs Hovey,
Science College Project Manager

Last year’s Eco Committee, now in Y10, on site in Woodcock Park at the
beginning of renovation work in December.

Eco Garden Club
In the Eco Garden there are many fruits and vegetables to grow, but our eco-friendly group does
not only plant, we take care of our environment for the animals and birds who live in the
surrounding area. Every Wednesday lunchtime we gather around as one and have our lunch
together. When we have finished our lunch, we help Mrs Hovey to take out weeds, plant seeds,
keep the soil fertile etc. If you come every Wednesday, then in Colours Week you get an
Environment Badge for all your hard work.
Myonna Fernandes 7H
Far right: Pupils weeding
the Remembrance Garden.
Right: Pupils are proud of
their handiwork, having
assembled a new cold frame
for hardening off seedlings.
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Sign up to our Community Litter Pick
In support of Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean 2020, the Eco Committee pupils of
St Gregory’s Catholic Science College are organising a community litter pick in Woodcock Park
on 20th March 10am-11am.
To join in, email ghovey@stgregorys.harrow.sch.uk. Please support us. The Y 9 Eco Committee

Planting for Polio Eradication
On 13th November, pupils from St Gregory’s
Catholic Science College invited children from
BrightStart Childcare to help them plant crocus
corms in Woodcock Park. The crocuses were
donated by The Rotary Club of Northwick Park
in order to help raise awareness of their
campaign to eradicate Polio across the world
through a vaccination programme sponsored by
the Rotary Club.
Mrs Hovey, Science College Project Manager

Primary Science
On 10th December, pupils
from St Joseph’s Catholic
Primary School in
Wembley visited St
Gregory’s for an
introduction to cells and
microscopes.
As you can see from these
pictures, the pupils really
enjoyed examining cells
through the microscopes.
Mr Knights, Head of Science

Kenton Area Traders’ Association
The Kenton Area Traders’ Association (KATA) invited pupils from St Gregory’s
Catholic Science College, Uxendon Manor Primary School, the Mount Stewart
Schools and BrightStart Childcare to perform at the switching on of the Kenton Road
festive lights on 30th October. Pupils from all schools sang festive songs and youngsters from
Uxendon Manor Primary school performed a dance to celebrate Diwali.
The Mayors of both Brent and Harrow attended this event and, together, led a rousing countdown
to the switching on of the lights. The Mayors congratulated the KATA on its achievements and
thanked the school pupils for their vibrant performances.
Harrow Councillors Anderson, Maru, Rabadia and Mithani
were also in attendance as well as Brent Councillor Reg
Colwill.
I am delighted to see the switching on of Kenton’s festive
lights attracting more people each year. This year’s event
was a fantastic celebration of community cohesion.
Mr K Mandalia, Chairperson, KATA
Right: The Mayors of Harrow and Brent with the massed choirs of
St Gregory’s Catholic Science College, Uxendon Manor Primary
School and The Mount Stewart Schools.

