
 
School report 
 

 

St Gregory’s Catholic 
Science College 
Donnington Road, Kenton, Harrow, HA3 0NB 

 

Inspection dates 15–16 October 2013 
 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Good 2 

This inspection: Good 2 

Achievement of pupils  Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Outstanding  1 

Leadership and management  Outstanding 1 
 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school. 

� Attainment is well above national averages 
and students make rapid progress from their 
different starting points.  

� Achievement in many subjects, including 
mathematics and science, is good. This is 
because of good teaching and learning 
enhanced by positive relationships between 
staff and students. 

� All groups of students at the school, including 
those eligible for the pupil premium and 
disabled students and those with special 
educational needs, make good progress. 
Individual students’ needs are very well 
understood, which means that skilled support 
can be quickly put in place when needed. 

� The school provides excellent opportunities to 
support students’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. 

� Students’ behaviour is impeccable in lessons, 
around the school and beyond. They show very 
mature attitudes to learning which make a 
strong contribution to the very good progress 
they make at the school. Students rightly take 
pride in their school. 

� The headteacher, school leaders and the 
governing body have brought about above 
average standards of education combined with 
a high level of care for each individual student. 
Their vision is shared throughout the school 
and inspires all to reach the highest standards. 

� The sixth form is good. Achievement is 
improving and students make good progress. A 
high proportion of students enter university 
each year. 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

� There is not yet enough outstanding 
teaching.  

� Students do not have enough planned 
opportunities to work independently. 

 

� Students do not make consistently outstanding 
progress in English or in all subjects in the 
sixth form. 

� There are some variations in the quality of 
marking and students are not encouraged to 
respond to feedback.  
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Information about this inspection 

� Inspectors observed 45 part-lessons, including eight joint observations with senior staff. They 
held meetings with groups of students in all key stages and looked at samples of students’ work. 

� Meetings were held with senior leaders, other leaders and members of staff. The lead inspector 
met with the Chair of the Governing Body and held a telephone conversation with a 
representative of the local authority. 

� Inspectors scrutinised a range of documentation including the school development plan and self-
evaluation, information about students’ achievement in the 2013 examinations, performance 
management data, and minutes of meetings of the governing body. They also looked at 
documentation relating to safeguarding. 

� Inspectors took into account 14 responses to the online questionnaire Parent View as well as 61 
staff questionnaire responses. They also looked at surveys of parents and students carried out 
by the school.  

 

 

Inspection team 

John Meinke, Lead inspector Additional Inspector  

Olson Davis Additional Inspector 

Jane Ladner Additional Inspector 

Fatiha Maitland Additional Inspector 

Meena Wood Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

� St Gregory’s Catholic Science College is a larger-than-average sized Roman Catholic 
comprehensive school.  

� The majority of students are from minority ethnic backgrounds, with the largest groups including 
students of Black African, Any Other White and Black Caribbean heritages. The proportion of 
students who speak English as an additional language is above the national average. 

� The percentage of disabled students and those with special educational needs supported 
through school action is below average. The percentage supported at school action plus or with 
a statement of special educational needs is above average. 

� The percentage of students eligible for the pupil premium, which is additional government 
funding provided for groups such as looked after children and those known to be entitled to free 
school meals, is above average. 

� The school does not make use of any off-site provision to cover alternative education for groups 
of students. 

� The school meets the government’s current floor standards, which set the minimum expectations 
for students’ attainment and progress. 

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

� Increase the proportion of outstanding teaching so that students make consistently outstanding 
progress, including in English and across more subjects in the sixth form, by making sure that: 

− teachers plan opportunities for students to work independently so that they deepen their 
understanding, including through group work and problem solving and through giving students 
more time to think during discussions 

− the very good practice in marking seen in some subjects is consistently applied across the 
school and that students are given time to respond to constructive feedback so that they all 
know in detail how to improve their learning. 
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Inspection judgements 

The achievement of pupils is good 

� Students typically attain highly at GCSE and in post-16 qualifications. Students join the school 
with average standards and make very good progress, including in mathematics and science. All 
groups of students, including those from minority ethnic groups and students who speak English 
as an additional language, make good progress by the end of Key Stage 4. 

� The proportion of students achieving five or more GCSE passes at grades A* to C, including 
English and mathematics, has risen since the previous inspection and is consistently above 
average. Swift action was taken after a dip in 2012 and unvalidated information indicates that in 
2013 the school achieved its best ever GCSE results. 

� Students achieve very well in the sixth form and the percentage of students achieving A* to B 
grades at A level is above average. This enables a high proportion of students to enter university 
across a wide range of institutions and courses. However, there are variations between subjects, 
with some students making no better than expected progress for a small number of courses.  

� Students make very good progress in mathematics and attainment is consistently well above 
average. This is the result of high standards of teaching and learning combined with effective 
support outside of lessons. Students make good progress in English. However, the quality of 
English teaching is not yet strong enough to ensure that they make consistently outstanding 
progress. 

� The school has made very good use of the pupil premium and Year 7 catch-up funding to ensure 
that eligible students make good progress. A very good knowledge of individual students means 
that skilled support, ranging from attendance at extra classes on Saturdays to extra help during 
lessons, is quickly provided when needed. In 2012 the attainment of students supported by the 
pupil premium was in line with that of other students in the school and well above the national 
average for this group in GCSE English and mathematics. Unvalidated results for 2013 indicate 
that this has been maintained.  

� Early entry for examinations has been carefully used to promote high aspirations and enable 
students to achieve the highest grades, without holding back the most able students.  

� The school has an effective strategy for developing students’ literacy skills. This includes 
additional support for students entering the school with lower than expected skills. The impact of 
this approach is beginning to be seen across the school. 

� Disabled students and those who have special educational needs make better than expected 
progress by the end of Key Stage 4. Their progress is carefully tracked so that effective support 
is given and good use is made of teaching assistants to support these students. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

� The quality of teaching over time is good and improving, with an increasing proportion of 
teaching which is outstanding. Effective systems monitor the quality of teaching supported by 
good training and development. 

� Teachers have high expectations of students which, along with students’ very good attitudes to 
learning, mean that the pace of lessons is swift and very little time is wasted. Teachers use their 
good subject knowledge to plan varied activities which stimulate interest and engage students. 

� For example, in a Year 9 English lesson where students were asked to write responses to 
questions, the teacher used carefully chosen examples of model answers to illustrate the task 
and explain how to reach the highest levels. Students then applied this to their own work and 
were able to work independently to construct well-written answers. 

� Questioning is used effectively to check learning and deepen understanding and teachers will 
make changes to activities and provide additional support if students do not fully understand a 
topic or have misconceptions. 

� There are positive relationships between staff and students based on mutual respect. Students 
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show resilience and will persevere with challenging tasks rather than immediately stop and ask 
for help. Regular homework is set and, along with a wide range of additional classes after school 
and on Saturdays, there are many opportunities for students to learn outside the classroom. 

� Disabled students and those who have special educational needs are effectively supported 
during lessons. Activities are adapted to meet their needs and teaching assistants are 
appropriately deployed to support them. 

� Where teaching is less effective, opportunities are missed to give students time to think for 
themselves and work independently. During questioning and discussion work students are 
sometimes not given enough time to consider their answer or collaborate with others. Students 
do not always have enough planned opportunities where they can work independently or in 
groups on extended tasks in order to deepen their knowledge and understanding or solve 
problems. 

� Scrutiny of students’ books indicates that work is presented to a high standard. Marking is 
regular and gives students helpful feedback, with exemplary practice seen in some subject areas 
such as art and religious education. However, this is not consistent across the school. Students 
are not encouraged to respond to feedback by considering the next steps they intend to take to 
further improve their learning, something which would help them to make even better progress. 

� The good standard of teaching and learning observed in the main school is also found in the 
sixth form. For example, in an A-level French lesson the teacher’s excellent subject knowledge 
and enthusiasm enabled students to tackle challenging activities and speak confidently. 

 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are outstanding 

� Behaviour around the school is impeccable. Students behave courteously and are respectful to 
other members of the school community and visitors alike. Students respond positively to the 
very high expectations staff have of them, including behaving very well on the way to and from 
school. 

� Students’ behaviour in lessons is of a high standard and makes a very positive contribution to 
their learning. Their attitudes to learning show great maturity; students understand the link 
between good behaviour in lessons and being successful in the future. A consequence of this is 
that disruption to learning during lessons is extremely rare. Discussions with students, responses 
to parent and staff questionnaires and scrutiny of the school’s behaviour records indicate that 
the outstanding behaviour seen during the inspection is typical of that over time. 

� Bullying is rare and swiftly dealt with if it does happen. Students have a good understanding of 
the different types of bullying, including cyber bullying and homophobia. A well-planned 
personal, social and health education programme supports this and helps student to know how 
to keep themselves and others safe. 

� The school has developed a range of opportunities for student leadership, including Year 11 
prefects and mentoring and coaching roles for sixth form students. Older students provide very 
good role models for younger students. 

� Students say that they feel very safe at school. They appreciate the great efforts that staff 
expend to help them to stay safe, including always being available to give extra help and 
support when needed. There is a strong ethos of valuing and caring for each individual student. 

� Effective systems are in place to monitor attendance and it is above the national average and 
improving. Exclusions are rare and when they do happen it is often as a result of the school’s 
high expectations of how students should behave on the way to and from school. Support is 
provided for any students who are excluded, along with their parents, in order to secure 
improvement. 

 

The leadership and management are outstanding 

� Leadership at the school is outstanding and is founded on the headteacher’s vision for the school 
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to provide the highest possible standard of education while caring for each individual student. 
Leaders across the school share this vision and provide excellent role models for staff and 
students. 

� School leaders have an accurate view of the strengths and areas for development of the school 
and this is used to inform an excellent college development plan. This detailed planning which is 
regularly reviewed has resulted in continuous improvement since the previous inspection, 
including consistent increases in achievement at all key stages and for all student groups. The 
capacity for further improvement is very strong. 

� Other leaders work very effectively to make sure that the quality of teaching is good or 
outstanding in their areas of responsibility. They act quickly to introduce support if students are 
not making rapid progress. Students’ progress is carefully tracked and analysed so that they 
meet high targets. This not only helps students to make very good progress but, by carefully 
checking the progress of individuals and groups, it also means that equality of opportunity is 
promoted and discrimination is not tolerated. 

� Robust systems link teachers’ performance to training and support and staff are robustly held to 
account for their contribution to students’ learning. 

� The curriculum is regularly reviewed to make sure that it meets the needs of students and 
enables them to make rapid progress. For example, the sixth form curriculum has been modified 
to include academic and work-related courses in order to keep more students at the school 
between Years 12 and 13.   

� Students receive very good careers information throughout the school. This enables them to 
make informed choices about their futures and it is rare for a student to leave the school without 
a known destination. The science college specialism makes a valuable contribution to the school, 
for example by developing links with primary schools and the high achievement of students in A-
level sciences. 

� Highly effective leadership of the sixth form has secured improvement since the previous 
inspection, including by better supporting students at the start of Year 12, providing a range of 
leadership opportunities for students and checking their progress carefully to make sure that 
students achieve the highest grades. 

� The school provides excellent opportunities to support students’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. These include a wide range of extra-curricular activities, visits, including 
international trips, student leadership and opportunities during lessons to consider spiritual and 
ethical issues. 

� The local authority provides light-touch support for this good school. School leaders actively seek 
external review and support in order to secure improvements. 

� The governance of the school: 

− The governing body contributes fully to the vision, planning and checking of the school’s work. 
Senior leaders submit clear and timely information about the school, including about students’ 
progress and the quality of teaching, which is scrutinised and challenged by the governing 
body. Governors also regularly visit during the school day to meet with staff and students. The 
governing body’s detailed knowledge of the school enables it effectively to hold school leaders, 
including the headteacher, to account. 

− All governors receive regular training on issues such as safeguarding and regulations regarding 
teachers’ pay and performance. They carefully monitor the use of the pupil premium and Year 
7 catch-up funding to make sure that it is used effectively. They are involved in decisions 
about the management of teachers’ performance and teachers’ pay and how pay increases are 
related to students’ progress. They know what the school is doing to tackle any 
underperformance. Governors make sure that financial resources are effectively managed.  
Clear records and documentation relating to the input of the governing body are maintained. 
Governors work to see that safeguarding meets statutory requirements. 
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes 
that provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures 
that pupils are very well equipped for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well 
for all its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage 
of their education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 
improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it 
is not inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 
24 months from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and 
requires significant improvement but leadership and management 
are judged to be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is 
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and 
the school’s leaders, managers or governors have not 
demonstrated that they have the capacity to secure the necessary 
improvement in the school. This school will receive regular 
monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 101563 

Local authority Brent 

Inspection number 427376 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
  

 

Type of school Secondary 

School category Voluntary Aided 

Age range of pupils 11–18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in the sixth form Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 1126 

Of which, number on roll in sixth form 234 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Alloysius Frederick 

Headteacher Andrew Prindiville 

Date of previous school inspection 7–8 October 2009 

Telephone number 020 8907 8828 

Fax number 020 8909 1161 

Email address schooloffice@stgregorys.harrow.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-

based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
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Manchester 

M1 2WD 
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